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In such an event, the general officer aboard the Looking Glass serves as the Airborne Emergency Action Officer (AEAO) and by law assumes the authority of the National Command Authority and could command execution of nuclear attacks.

Operation Chrome Dome was a United States Air Force Cold War-era mission from 1961 to 1968 in which B-52 strategic bomber aircraft armed with thermonuclear weapons remained on continuous airborne alert, flying routes that put them in positions to attack targets in the Soviet Union if they were ordered to do so.

The goal of "Chrome Dome" was to keep a number of nuclear-armed aircraft in a position to help guaranteed nuclear retaliation against the Soviet Union in the event that the latter was somehow able to destroy the majority of US nuclear weapons still on the ground, while also ensuring that Strategic Air Command bomber crews had experience with airborne alert procedures so that, in the event of heightened concern, the number of patrolling bombers could be increased dramatically.

Steel Trap II (19590826-19591207)
Name: Steel Trap II (Operation)
Date: 1958-1959
Location(s): Three routes around Northern Canada.
Purpose: To ascertain feasibility of the airborne alert system, and to determine the minimum turn-around time on tankers.

Steel Trap III (19591209-19600119)
Name: Steel Trap III (Operation)
Date: October 6, 1959 - January 14, 1960
Location(s): Westover AFB, Columbus AFB, Clinton-Sherman AFB, Bergstrom AFB, with multiple routes attached to each.
Purpose: N/A
Notes: This operation involved many coded position reports.


